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Legal Alert: Housing Court New Law Requires Declaration of Hardship to be 

attached to Rent Delinquency Letters  

January 11, 2021  

As you know by now, in 2019 the Housing Stability and Tenant Protection Act, amended the Real 

Property Law to include a provision that requires a landlord to send a tenant a certified letter advising of 

their rent delinquency prior to commencing a non-payment proceeding (Real Property Law Section 235-

e[d]).  As a result of the recently enacted COVID-19 Emergency Eviction and Foreclosure Prevention Act 

of 2020, you now must attach a "Hardship Declaration" to the rent delinquency letter in the form that is 

posted on the Office of Court Administrations' website, (click here). This Declaration must be given to 

the tenant in English and their primary language, if not English (the translations into Spanish and the six 

most common languages in New York City are also available on the website link provided above); it must 

include a list of the non-profit legal service providers in the county in which the property is located, 

which is likewise on the website, (click here); and must provide an office or email address to which the 

tenant can return the Declaration along with a telephone number.  If received, no further action to collect 

the rent may be taken until May 1, 2021.   

The Hardship Declaration and the other documents mentioned herein are also required to be attached to 

the rent demand and non-payment petition. 

If you have any questions concerning the above information, please feel free to contact us 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FRDnOOZK5x4hBsca_7jGBz1iHsSCu545lqiPW5odp8VJLljun1CbnOJzu6A_yVFOfDfILI2rj5RSZ4VlmrrLQK_DYbEAubApr86mpg86GSd0EozzHYZTdveHfqUJ9Lmei3vWG4Ub3MeEM4GgALo-Z3dlZtVGfcIA3U5ZQgufskMcIasEbcz20Q==&c=TWMfFC-FPLFCCVln3rordY5ZJ99U2EUYywNh8AA5ifJTKVurtNF7ew==&ch=Uhw_xkKw2LcU--E8sApt9HAhy2AJng7ebLNqlXnQI9ZEWZcHaMPC9A==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001FRDnOOZK5x4hBsca_7jGBz1iHsSCu545lqiPW5odp8VJLljun1CbnOJzu6A_yVFOMkx0wT_a1zR8RupaLH8KIp-6KwqDEKn7_ZrV9SMbvSHyiJshxhxv1F79golawFjX7W1tP-ecignqJoXDXIqBDodJ2edWIwV5cneYl790S0oH78p9sSIMv_SyCXuffQHS5DwgWjSfU3qo4W0jlu4I6rat93mZUYfP7S0oQjl5UDJWaDLIuVZMa1uJUn7VCVO1OaYaIqUZHdE5Sa9bjRWYyg==&c=TWMfFC-FPLFCCVln3rordY5ZJ99U2EUYywNh8AA5ifJTKVurtNF7ew==&ch=Uhw_xkKw2LcU--E8sApt9HAhy2AJng7ebLNqlXnQI9ZEWZcHaMPC9A==

